
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

ORDINANCE NO. 35–2021 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, 

COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO 

AMEND CHAPTER 186, “WATER” TO ESTABLISH 

MANDATORY CONNECTION FEES. 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Department of Public Works, Water Division, has 
extended the availability of water service to several residential zoning districts, making 
potable water available to residents and commercial properties; and 

WHEREAS, on account of the Township’s substantial investment into its water 
systems, including the acquisition of wells, mains and water storage tanks, made for the 
benefit of its citizens, it is necessary to revise the Pemberton Township Code to update the 
requirements for connecting to the Township’s water systems; and 

WHEREAS, the continued financial sustainability of providing potable water at 
reasonable rates is severely diminished on account of property owners that have previously 
declined to connect to the Township’s potable water sources; and 

WHEREAS, the Township has determined that for the long term financial stability of 
its water systems, that property owners shall be required to connect or to pay the connection 
charges and quarterly fees for the opportunity to connect, when so notified by the Township. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Council of the 
Township of Pemberton, County of Burlington, and State of New Jersey that it hereby 
amends Chapter 186, “Water” of the Township Code as follows: 

 

§186-3 Application procedure Connection Requirements. 

 

Before any water service connection is made, the property owner or the property owner's 

authorized agent shall submit an application on the proper form to the Water Repair 

Supervisor of the Water Division. Water service will be considered only upon receipt of the 

executed application by the property owner. An application fee of $25 shall accompany the 

application. No water service connection shall be made until the applicant has paid or has 

made satisfactory arrangements to pay all arrears and charges due by the applicant at any 

premises now or heretofore owned by the applicant. Any application which has been made 

for service will expire one year after the date of filing of the application. Additionally, the 

application fee of $25 is nonrefundable as to all applications for the cost of processing and 

administration. 

 

A. Subject to the availability of sufficient water pressure and capacity at the sole discretion 

of the Township, all residential and non-residential buildings within 200 linear feet of a 

Township water supply main presently existing or to be constructed from time to time shall 

be required to connect to the Township water system and pay the appropriate connection 

fees and annual user fees for such water services as indicated in §186-14 or other applicable 

sections.  For the purposes of this section, connection shall only be required where a water 

main is available from the front or side yard of a building.  The time required for such 

connection and the payment of the appropriate connection fees and user fees shall be as 

follows:  

 

1. For property owners where new mains are constructed by or on behalf of the Township 

and available for such water services, within one year from the date of notice by the 

Township Water Division; if such properties have not connected to the water system 

within the one-year period, the property owner shall pay the annual minimum user 

fees and a lien shall be placed on the property in the amount of the connection fee. 

 



2. For property owners where water services already exist, within one year from the date 

of notice by the Township Water Division or immediately upon change in property 

ownership; if such properties have not connected to the water system within the one-

year period, the property owner shall pay the annual minimum user fees and a lien 

shall be placed on the property in the amount of the connection fee. 

 

3. Limited exemption:  Property owners with newer wells will be exempt from the 

mandatory connection requirements in A.1. and A.2. above for a period of five (5) 

years from the date of the well permit.  Thereafter, property owners shall have six 

months to connect to the Township water system; if such properties have not 

connected to the water system within the six month period, the property owner shall 

pay the annual minimum user fees and a lien shall be placed on the property in the 

amount of the connection fee. 

In the event that a property owner refuses to make a connection or pay such connection fee 

or user fees within the applicable period of time set forth in this chapter, the unpaid connection 

fee and user fees shall constitute a lien on the affected property when approved by the 

Township Council and filed with the Clerk of Burlington County, New Jersey. 

Property owners with existing wells may continue to use such wells for non-potable purposes 

as long as they are disconnected from the potable water system and have notified the 

Township Water Division that the existing well will only be used for irrigation 

purposes.  The Applicant shall set forth the manner in which the existing well will be 

capped and/or disconnected from the dwelling or business water supply system.  

Applications for service connections shall be accepted only where the Township owns and 

operates a water main six inches in diameter or larger in the street or right-of-way abutting 

the premises to be served, and subject to the availability of water. 

B.  Upon any change in ownership of the property with water service, the new owner shall 

be the customer, and shall be responsible for the payment of any water bills notwithstanding 

the owner's agreement with a tenant, if any. 

 

C.  Industrial and commercial establishments making application for water service, in 

addition to making written application for such services, shall furnish a detailed description 

of the type and size of the building, the nature of the business to be conducted in each 

structure and the number and type of fixtures to be served. Such applicants shall also furnish 

to the Water Repair Supervisor of the Water Division four copies of plans, showing: 

(1)  The boundaries of the property. 

(2)  The location within the property of the structures to be served. 

(3)  The location and profile, with respect to finished grade, of the services. 

(4)  Details of the proposed connections to the water system and arrangements and details of 

meter installation. 

(5) An estimated daily water consumption for the facility. 
 

§186-7  Main extensions and third-party contracting. 

A.  General provisions for extending the Township water system for properties with 

buildings more than 200 linear feet from a Township water supply main.  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this ordinance shall take effect upon passage 
and publication in accordance with applicable law. 

 
 
 

PEMBERTON TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 

 

 

 



 

TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ORDINANCE NO. 35–2021 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, 

COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO 

AMEND CHAPTER 186, “WATER” TO ESTABLISH 

MANDATORY CONNECTION FEES. 

 
The foregoing Ordinance was introduced and passed on first reading by the governing body 
of Pemberton Township at a meeting held on October 6, 2021 and will be considered for final 
passage after a public hearing at a meeting of the said governing body to be held on                     
October 20, 2021, at the Pemberton Township Municipal Building, 500 Pemberton-Browns 
Mills Road, Pemberton, New Jersey, at 6:00 p.m. prevailing time, at which time any 
interested member of the public may comment on said Ordinance.  During the week prior to 
and up to and including the date of such meeting or further consideration, copies of said 
Ordinance in its entirety may be obtained from the Township Clerk. 
 
 
 
ATTEST: Sunshine Dashiell 
  SUNSHINE DASHIELL, RMC, DEPUTY TOWNSHIP CLERK  


